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Carson they sounded shallow and even pernicious, bui
Wilde's retorts again and again blunted the edge of Carson'j
construction and irony, and showed the epigrams as some-
thing exquisite and delightful. Was not all this quite harm-
less, and, in Clarke's phrase, " wisdom in a witty form " ?
Never was Wilde more entertaining in any of his comedies.
Carson was like a knight in full armour attacking a dancer.
He never faltered in his answers ; nor were these always
superficial. He passed easily from axiom to epigram.
ce Listen, sir ; here is one of the 6 Phrases and Philosophies
for the Use of the Young' : 'Wickedness is a myth invented
by good people to account for the curious attractiveness of
others.* You think that is true ? " cc I rarely think anything
I write is true/'
" * Religions die when they are proved to be true.' Is that
true ? " " Yes, I hold that. It is a suggestion towards a
philosophy of the absorption of religions by science, but
surely it is too big a question for you to go into now."
" Do you think that was a safe axiom to put forward for
the philosophy of the young ? " c< Most stimulating.3'
" * If one tells the truth one is sure, sooner or later, to be
found out' ? " " This is a pleasing paradox, but I do not set
very high store on it as an axiom,"
" Is it good for the young ? " " Anything is good that
stimulates thought, in whatever age."
" c Pleasure is the only thing in life one should live for' ? "
This was surely only a restatement of what both Carson and
Wilde had read in many philosophies down to the heyday of
Herbert Spencer. The gloss was better than the epigram.
" I think that the realisation of oneself is the prime aim of
life, and to realise oneself through pleasure is finer than to
do so through pain. I am on that point entirely on the side
of the Greeks."
Carson next turned to Dorian Gray, and said that a decadent
construction could be put on that work. " Only by brutes
and illiterates," retorted Wilde.
" But an illiterate person reading Dorian Gray might
consider it such a novel ? " " The views of illiterates on art
are unaccountable,"